David Lilly
June 27, 1930 - August 18, 2018

David L.D. Lilly, 88 of Athens peacefully went to be with the Lord at Borgess Medical
Center in Kalamazoo on August 18, 2018.
A funeral will be held on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 at 4:00 PM at Factoryville Bible
Church with Pastor Fred Goebert officiating. Interment will be at North Athens Cemetery at
a later date.
David was born June 27, 1930 to Harry M. and Marguerite E. (Spooner) Lilly. He grew up
in East Leroy, MI and eventually returned to the home and family farm he lived in when he
was 12 years old. He loved farming and tractors. He graduated from Athens High School
in 1946 at the age of 16, having skipped a grade. David worked for Post Cereals for 37
years as an electrician.
David was a devoted husband of Carol (Moerdyk) Lilly for 68 years and loving father of
two daughters; Diane (Gregory) Garlets, and Patricia (Lawrence Edward Jr.) Hurlbert. He
was also a loving grandfather of 7 grandchildren, Jonathan (Carmen) Carpenter, Pastor
Michael (Tonya) Hurlbert , Dawn Carpenter Converse, Valorie (Pastor Philip) Rownd,
Thomas (Taryn) Hurlbert, Matthew (Lisa) Garlets, David (Stephanie) Hurlbert; greatgrandfather of 18 and great-great-grandfather of 2 precious girls. One of his great joys
was to take his grandchildren and later on, great grandchildren, for rides on one of his
beloved tractors. David was very generous and has helped support and care for family
members and churches. As a Godly Christian man, he leaves his family a legacy of love
and faithfulness.
David accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior in 1966, and proceeded to serve the Lord in
many ways, including serving as a deacon and an elder at churches he attended. He had
close relationships and worked with many pastors through the years. He was currently a
member of Faith Fellowship in Irons, MI and also attended Factoryville Bible Church in
Athens, MI.
While David enjoyed living on the family farm, he also loved spending time “up north” near
Irons, MI. In recent years, he had spent time remodeling the “old house”, and they were
able to move into it last year. He loved working on that house.
With his skills in building and electrical work, David helped in the remodeling of the North
Athens Baptist Church, Athens, MI and the rebuilding of Factoryville Bible Church, Athens,

MI, after a fire. He also helped build two churches in Irons, MI: Irons Union Church, and
Faith Fellowship.
David was an outdoor sport enthusiast, spending time hunting and snowmobiling. He
enjoyed watching sports on television. He also loved pitching and playing in both fast-pitch
and slow-pitch softball. He pitched slow-pitch softball well into his 70’s.
David loved cars, trucks and most things on wheels. He was a skilled mechanic and
enjoyed working on his vehicles and tractors He enjoyed going to auctions, sales and car
dealers. He liked negotiating for his purchases and often helped family members get the
best deal. He also dealt in real estate, often buying and selling property.
David is survived by his wife, Carol, his two daughters, their children and grandchildren;
his sister Mona Lilly Clear; sister-in-law, Dorothy Lilly; brother-in-law Robert Klein, and
many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, his brother Norman
Lilly, his sister Ina Lilly Klein, his brother-in-law, Thomas Clear, and son-in-law, Brian
Carpenter.
Memorial donations are suggested to Factoryville Bible Church, 33650 Factoryville Road,
Athens, MI 49011.
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