Donald Swartz
August 14, 1926 - December 20, 2017

Donald D. “Red” Swartz, 91, of Athens, died at home on Wednesday, December 20, 2017
under the care of Great Lakes Caring Hospice.
A memorial service for Don will be held on Wednesday, December 27, 2017 at 1 PM at
North Athens Baptist Church, with Pastor Mark Behr officiating.
Don was born on August 14, 1926 in Charlotte, MI to George and Alma (Shultz) Zanger.
At two years of age, he was adopted by Bernard and Alice (Inman) Swartz. Don attended
Athens Community Schools. On June 30, 1953, he married the former Ina Keeton in
Angola, IN. She survives.
Don was drafted into the U.S. Army during WWII and was sent to Paratroop Training at
Fort Benning, GA, earning his Paratrooper wings, which had always been a source of
pride for him. After completing his training, he was deployed to the Philippines and to
Japan as part of the Occupation Forces. While in Japan, Don served as a mechanic in the
Motor Pool and was assigned as a driver for General Douglas MacArthur, Commander in
Chief U.S. Army Forces Pacific (AFPAC).
After his discharge from the service, Don returned home and became one of the area’s
top tractor and engine mechanics. He was employed by Mamby’s in Battle Creek, Spoor &
Parlin in Athens and Dave Perrine’s in Marshall. He also ran his own shop at home, where
he repaired tractors and equipment for many of the area’s farmers. Additionally, he was
employed by Clark Equipment Company in Battle Creek and was transferred to
Georgetown, KY, where he retired after 17 years of service. Upon his retirement, Don and
his wife, Ina, moved back to Athens, MI. Don loved hunting, fishing and camping with his
family, but one of his greatest loves was mushroom hunting in the area around Mesick, MI.
He attended North Athens Baptist Church with his wife until his health deteriorated. Don is
now on his way home, were the roses never fade.
In addition to his wife of 64 years, Ina, Don is survived by their three children, Rick
(Ginger) Swartz of Athens, Annette (Michael) Riffey of Banfield and Randy Swartz of
Athens; eight grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. As Don was adopted, he is also
survived by two half-brothers and four half-sisters: Clarence Zanger, John Zanger, Mary
Morrison, Verna Dadecliff, Marjorie Kuhn and Sherry Burton, all of Indiana.
He was preceded in death by his adoptive parents and his four brothers and three sisters

by birth: Charles Zanger, Jack Garner, Floyd Jackson, Dewayne DePew, Lillian Hitz,
Esther Sloan and Edna Hammond.
Memorial donations may be made to the family.
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Memorial Service

01:00PM - 02:00PM

North Athens Baptist Church
2020 M Drive South, Athens, MI, US, 49011

Comments

“

Thoughts & prayers with the family. I just stumbled across this. - Heidi, a great-niece
via Alma

Heidi Ossian - March 14, 2018 at 06:47 PM

“

J & Angie Marden lit a candle in memory of Donald Swartz

J & Angie Marden - January 12, 2018 at 10:05 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. When I delivered mail, I always loved to see Don outside. He
would come to chat for a minute or two. He always had a story or a joke to tell. I loved his
laugh. Love and prayers to his family.
J & Angie Marden - January 12, 2018 at 10:08 AM

“

Sweet Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Donald Swartz.

December 23, 2017 at 03:46 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Donald Swartz.

December 23, 2017 at 03:26 PM

“

Bobbie Mathis lit a candle in memory of Donald Swartz

Bobbie Mathis - December 22, 2017 at 08:49 PM

“

Lighthouse sent a virtual gift in memory of Donald Swartz

Lighthouse - December 22, 2017 at 10:23 AM

“

Cinthya Taylor lit a candle in memory of Donald Swartz

Cinthya Taylor - December 22, 2017 at 12:27 AM

“

"We are standing on a shore. A large sailing ship is about to pull out.Friends and relatives
of ours are standing on the deck, waving goodbye, throwing streamers, calling to us, calling
our names. And we call to them and to each other. 'Look, there's Grandma, there's Uncle
Joe, there's Uncle Bill.' A bell sounds. The ships begins to move away.
"We stand silently for a very long time and watch as the ship goes further and further away
until, finally, the mast is just a vertical pencil line on the distant horizon. Then it too goes
down, until we can no longer see it.
And we sigh, 'Oh, she's gone.'
"But gone from where? Gone from our sight. That's all.
"For at the very moment we sigh, 'Oh, she's gone,' another cried on another shore is
jumping up and down, laughing and yelling and pointing excitedly out to sea saying, 'Look!
She's coming. Look, the ship Is coming home! Look!
There's Grandma, there's Uncle Joe, there's Uncle Bill.'"
Cinthya Taylor - December 22, 2017 at 12:30 AM

“

Such a beautiful, loyal, kind gentleman. A joy to know him and his family. Sending
hugs to all.

Norm & Linda Korn - December 21, 2017 at 07:05 PM

“

Nona Thompson lit a candle in memory of Donald Swartz

Nona Thompson - December 21, 2017 at 05:28 PM

“

“

So sorry for your loss!
Nona - December 21, 2017 at 05:29 PM

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - December 21, 2017 at 04:22 PM

“

I am so glad that we got to know all of you. For years I knew there were more of my
people out there I will never forget the first time we met.It was overwhelming, to say
the least. We have enjoyed visiting with you and talking of the things of the Lord, the
church and God's blessings on our lives. Ina, I know you will miss him but you can be
sure of one thing you will see him again soon, and we shall too for all of eternally.
Once again, we love you all and will see you again. Troy & Mary

Mary Morrison - December 21, 2017 at 02:57 PM

“

Susan Stemaly lit a candle in memory of Donald Swartz

Susan Stemaly - December 21, 2017 at 10:31 AM

