Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen
June 14, 1931 - June 26, 2020

Dr. Donald “Doc” Dean Wathen, D.V.M, 89, of Athens, passed away on Friday, June 26,
2020 at Ascension Borgess Hospital in Kalamazoo.
Private interment will take place at Fort Custer National Cemetery in Augusta where he
will be laid to rest with his wife. The family is being served by Lighthouse Funeral &
Cremation in Union City.
Doc was born June 14, 1931 in Steuben County, IN, to James and Gladys (Shoup)
Wathen. He graduated from high school in Orland, IN, and received his Doctorate in
Veterinary Medicine from Michigan State University in 1958. On July 8, 1956, he married
Wilma Vaughn in Orland, Indiana, together they shared 62 years of marriage. She
preceded him in death on December 8, 2018. He proudly served in the United States
Army from 1952 to 1954. He served as a veterinarian in Athens for 53 years. Doc enjoyed
woodworking, hiking, gardening, camping and anything outdoors, but he especially loved
spending time with his family.
Surviving are his three children, two sisters, six grandchildren, four great-grandchildren,
one great-great grandson, and a cousin. In addition to his wife, he was preceded in death
by his parents and his sister.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Athens Community Foundation, PO BOX
205, Athens, MI 49011 or the Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of Michigan, 2660 Horizon
Dr. SE, Suite 235, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.
Please visit www.lighthousefuneral.com to share memories, pictures and videos with the
family.

Cemetery
Fort Custer National Cemetery
15501 Dickman Road
Augusta, MI, 49012

Comments

“

Doc was our Vet for many many years. I never seen a man work as hard and long to
save an animal. But, when the time was to let them go ,he was so patient with the
goodby’s. I will forever be thankful to Dean and Wilma for their services. It broke my
heart when he retired and to say goodbye to Doc and Laurie. Rest In Peace.

Kathy and Leon Barrett - July 08 at 12:12 PM

“

We brought our animals to him from the time I was a child until he retires. The most
down to earth and gentle man I have had the pleasure to know. I imagine being
greeted by all the animals that he has treated over the years. So sorry for your loss.
Rachael (Wyant) Dudley

Rachael Dudley - July 04 at 06:02 PM

“

Such a kind and loving man, he blessed me with several added years to my beloved
dog, Cooper. Thank you for your caring and gentle ways. Fly high with the angels...

Cyndi Hicks - July 03 at 03:05 PM

“

Doc was a vet to all of our cats growing up. We were lucky to live next door to him
later in life. He was a wonderful neighbor, and vet to our pets before retiring. He
always surprised us with the youthful stuff he would do. Truly a great person who
touched many lives, animals and humans alike. He will be missed. Our thoughts and
prayers to the family during this time. Dennis, Andrea and Allison Rench and pets.

Dennis Rench - July 01 at 09:11 PM

“

One of the best !!
Always took care of the people and their animals. Never took advantage of anyone
or anything.
Great sense of humor !
R.I.P. Doc. You will be missed
Gus Korbakis, Walt & Leitha Hardenburg

Leitha Hardeburg - July 01 at 02:09 PM

“

What a incredible vet and wonderful person. He will be so missed!!!

Sandy Brookmyer - July 01 at 10:04 AM

“

When I was a little girl this is the man that came out to the house to fix our sick
animals. He always made them better. He explained a lot with very few words. I
understood everything he said. The last time I saw him I was having him look at
chloe because another vet wanted to remove her eyeball. He said eyes viable but
that cancer ball has got to go.When I dropped her off. I asked while she’s under can
you cut off this mole? Sure. this skin tag? Sure. What about this mole? leslie, we all
get old and get these things. Look, I’ve got them too. You have to love her as she
ages.
When I was a child I waited all night for him. My horse was in pain. I fell asleep. when
I woke my dad was buried him. He said some things you don’t need to see. I was
mad. Years later my horse Sam broke his leg. I drove home. soon as I saw him I said
call dean! Dean was there like Superman. He says he’s in shock. He’s not in pain.
You can go. I told him I’m not leaving. He said even if I do everything right he can
have a bad reaction. You could get hurt. He’s a big animal. You should go. I said I
can handle it doc. I wrapped my arms around Sam. Dean said he’s going to throw
you. I said I’m ok. He gave him the shot. Sam gently laid down with me like a dog &
asleep. Dean says in all my years I’ve never seen a horse go like that.
I hope this
tells what an amazing person he was. He was a gift to animals & the people who love
them. I think of him often. He was one of a kind.

leslie wright - June 30 at 10:50 PM

“

I’m so sorry for the loss his family and friends are going through. I first met him 48
years ago when he took care of our horses and dogs. Many farm calls and
conversations over the years. He was a good man

Emily Rolin - June 30 at 07:32 PM

“

David And Brenda Bottomley lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

David and Brenda Bottomley - June 30 at 06:11 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Doc’s passing. Please know we’re thinking of you

Sandy (Elsey) Kransi - June 30 at 01:37 PM

“

Dave & Kathy Vaughn purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Donald Dean
"Doc" Wathen.

Dave & Kathy Vaughn - June 30 at 10:20 AM

“

Dean took care of every pet from dogs to horses for my family. He was so good to
us. Always kind and I can hear his voice in my head right now as he gently put my 18
year old dog down. We have missed him terribly since he retired. Dean felt like family
to us and was a wonderful man. My thoughts and prayers to his family.

Lori Wright Bagwell - June 30 at 09:48 AM

“

“

Always my friend Been Dr. To all my animals R.I.P
Sandra O'Melay - June 30 at 06:48 PM

Just the best! I've known him since I was a small child and he was a very young vet. I
have memories of many times he treated our animals and the conversations we had.
Kind and generous, funny, happy and compassionate! Loved him dearly!
Rosemary VanMiddlesworth Bernath

Rosemary Bernath - June 30 at 07:46 AM

“

Such a great man, when I was 9 , I had a rabbit with a lump on his side. I was just
learning how to embroider, my mischievous self thought I could take it off.( just like
doc wathen). So I " juiced "him up with some home made wine, sliced him open and
used a slip stitch to finish up. My mom called the doc and told him what had

happened. When I took my rabbitt to him, he checked him out. He said to me " nice
stitching there young lady, maybe next time you let me do it". To treat an incredibly
curious kid with such kindness stuck with me. Every time I ran into him, he would say
" oh I remember you , that young Redmond vet..made me laugh. He will truly missed.
Mara Remond- Squires - June 30 at 07:23 AM

“

Lois Andrews lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Lois Andrews - June 30 at 06:33 AM

“

Jeff & Kim Burkhardt lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Jeff & Kim Burkhardt - June 30 at 05:54 AM

“

Chris And Susan Doyle lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Chris and Susan Doyle - June 29 at 11:02 PM

“

Heartfelt sympathy to the family. He and Wilma were the best of the best.

Dee Wilson Cornett - June 29 at 10:28 PM

“

Doc Wathen was such a wonderful man. He was so great with our dogs. He would
get right down on the floor with them. He cried with us when we had to put down our
boxer of 13 years. He was such a gental man. We just loved him.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family.

Susan & Dawn Henry - June 29 at 10:02 PM

“

We were just talking with our neighbor about Dr. Wathen the other day. We both
thought he was one of the best vets out there. Our sympathy to the family for their
loss. Dave and Linda

Linda Campbell - June 29 at 09:39 PM

“

Our prayers go out to his family.
Doc was our Vet for years and was the most straight forward man, He would tell you
the good things and he would not soft the bad with doc your knew where the health
of your pets was at. we would take a make the best route to take' He will really be
missed by our family. May he rest in peace and his family knew how proud of them
all'

Mike and Mary Dee - June 29 at 09:26 PM

“

He was the best vet I ever had.

Pamela Hudson - June 29 at 08:18 PM

“

He was a great vet! I loved taking my animals to him. He will be missed.

Penny Harmon - June 29 at 07:49 PM

“

He was such a wonderful man and an example to all of my family! So many
memories of him teaching life skills through his veterinary practice to my children! It
was my honor to know him! God bless!

Leilani Taylor - June 29 at 07:07 PM

“

Dr. Watson was my families vet for ages! I have such fond memories of him. My
whole family still talks about him as the measuring stick for all vets. He was
wonderful!!
I'm so sorry for your loss.

Mia - June 29 at 06:58 PM

“
“

I'm so sorry for the misspelling of Dr. Wathen. Auto correct and I can't edit.
Mia - June 29 at 07:00 PM

Such a compassionate and loving soul! So good with my animals! So trusted his opinion
and treatments! Never any doubt of what he suggested or did! Always loved listening to his
stories when he wanted to tell me one! So sorry to his family!

rhonda thoms - June 30 at 01:32 AM

“

He was a great guy sad he's gone but will always be remembered. Best vet I ever
had.

Dani sue johnson - June 29 at 06:49 PM

“

Kim (Bradley) Honyoust lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Kim (Bradley) Honyoust - June 29 at 06:41 PM

“

Our condolences to the family. He will be missed by everyone. He started being our
vet when I was very young. He was our horse vet dog vet or any kind of animal you
had. I remember he was tube worming one of my dads mares and she fought and hit
me in the head with hers and split my eyebrow wide open. Do said you are bleeding.
I asked him if he would stitch it up we both laughed. I have so many fond memories
he was real good at stitching up cuts on our horses. One time I went to Lindsey's and
they were gelding a stallion and I walked up and do said Sheri grab his leg. So I
jumped in to help him. I loved this man alot he always told you the truth even when
sometimes it was hard to hear. I will miss him and look forward to seeing him in
heaven.

Sheri Galli - June 29 at 06:36 PM

“

Jenny Chalmers lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Jenny Chalmers - June 29 at 05:54 PM

“

Doc was such a gentle soul. He was kind to our animals and to us as well. If we didnt
have enough money he was always willing to work something out. He not only was
our vet but our neighbor as well. My husband enjoyed plenty of conversations with
Doc..They would always make each other laugh.
You will be missed Doc....Enjoy loving on all those patients of yours who have moved
on...
Rest in peace kind soul!

Jenny Chalmers - June 29 at 05:52 PM

“

Doc was a wealth of information he was always willing to share his experience and
knowledge of animals, when Doc retired the counties lost a kind and special
veterinarian, there's no one around that was able to fill his shoe's, he will be greatly
missed but knowing he is walking the streets of gold with the love of his life and his
heavenly father brings joy and peace. God bless you doc

Jeff and Pam DeCuypere - June 29 at 05:33 PM

“

Dean and Wilma were like my second parents. I have never met anyone as precious
and generous as both of them. I love and miss them

Cynthia Kidney - June 29 at 05:28 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to the family.He was such a wonderful vet..and more
important a genuine nice guy~♡~

Shelly and Bob Hard - June 29 at 05:24 PM

“

He gave me my start in this professional life. A wonderful man. I always enjoyed him.

Stacy Denney, DVM - June 29 at 04:57 PM

“

He was an awesome vet. He truly cared it wasn't about the money. You don't find
many like him anymore. Prayers for his family. He took care of many of my animals
and was compassionate.

Julia (Garrison) Bolden - June 29 at 04:34 PM

“

Dr. Wathen was such a wonderful vet and such a kind man. He will be very missed.

Heather Bernath - June 29 at 04:31 PM

“

He was always friendly and nice and a great vet. I was upset when he retired
because he had been our family vet for years! Doc will be greatly missed. Sending
prayers for family!

Paula C Burdick - June 29 at 04:07 PM

“

Doc Wathen was a well liked Vet. He was our vet for many years. He took care of our
dogs, delivered puppies and was so good to my horses. He would go out of his way
to help in any situation, and he wasn't out just for the money, as he was always very
reasonable with his prices. I am sure going to miss him, and the family are in my
thoughts and prayers.

LaVonne Hiles - June 29 at 04:06 PM

“

LaVonne Hiles lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

LaVonne Hiles - June 29 at 04:01 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. I wanted to share a memory of Dean. Many years
ago my son had been hit by a car and was in the hospital and the hospital called and
asked for my husband and I to come to the hospital as soon as possible. It was in the
evening and it was during Athens Homecoming event and I called to talk to Wilma to
see if she would babysit my 6 week old baby girl. Dean answered the phone and
said he was the only one there and he wanted to know what was up. I told him I
could not find anyone to take care of my 6 week old and I had to go to the hospital.
He said "bring her over, I'll take care of her", I was so amazed that this man was kind
enough to do such a thing with a 6 wk old baby. We were gone for several hours and
when we got back to pick up our baby she was in fine shape. He diaper fell off her
when you picked her up but she was quiet and content. I was forever grateful to Doc
for this and never forgot his kindness. He was a great man. Judy Crapo-Athens

Judy Crapo - June 29 at 03:53 PM

“

LaVonn Cole lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

LaVonn Cole - June 29 at 02:48 PM

“

What a great person, friend and vet he was
He will be missed by many

Donna Nelson - June 29 at 02:36 PM

“

Doc was a wonderful vet. I was 9 and my cat was diagnosed with leukemia. He was
very compassionate while explaining it to my tender heart 9 year old self. God Bless
and fly with the Angels Doc.

Julie Carpenter - June 29 at 02:30 PM

“

Jackie Robbins King lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Jackie Robbins King - June 29 at 01:53 PM

“

What a great man and vet. You will be missed!

Marie Hemker - June 29 at 01:16 PM

“

Lori Scroggins lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

lori scroggins - June 29 at 12:36 PM

“

“

He was such a great guy, the best Vet we ever had. Prayers for family.
Kim Sears - June 29 at 03:04 PM

Jody Korn lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Jody Korn - June 29 at 09:59 AM

“

It is with sadness that I received the news of Dr. Wathen's passing. For thirty years
he was our veterinarian, and after retirement, remained a friend. His expert care of
our family pets went beyond customary, and it was apparent he understood the
special relationship that exists between ourselves and our much loved furry family
members. Petula, a poodle mix, had been given up by other vets as incurable when
Dr. Wathen took on her care. He alone developed a preventative for her parasitic
infestation, and she lived 20 happy years. When Margaret, a Gordon spaniel mix,
developed a cancerous growth on her back, Dr. Wathen did the surgery, and she
never had another recurrence. Countless times over the years it was necessary to
euthanize a pet in our family, and Dr. Wathen always came to our home for this
emotionally draining, but needed service. It always felt like our little town veterinarian
was a member of our own family, and anyone who has lived in the Athens area for
any length of time can attest to his devotion to his occupation, and his kind and
caring persona. All who knew him, and all who benefited from his loving care of our
animals will miss him dearly. R.I.P.

William Schaeffer - June 29 at 08:15 AM

“

Sherry Harrier lit a candle in memory of Donald Dean "Doc" Wathen

Sherry Harrier - June 29 at 05:16 AM

