Ellen Lou Spires
August 1, 1941 - April 22, 2020

Ellen Lou Spires, 78, of Tekonsha, passed away at home Wednesday, April 22, 2020
under the care of family and Promedica Hospice of Coldwater.
A public tailgate celebration of Ellen’s life will be held on Saturday, September 26, 2020
from 1:00- 3:00 PM in the parking lot of the First Baptist Church of Tekonsha . The family
is being served by Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation of Union City.
Ellen was born August 1, 1941 in Marshall, MI to Harold and Frances (Thomas) Sanders.
She graduated from Tekonsha High School in 1959, earned an associate’s degree in
applied science in nursing from Kellogg Community College and went on to attain a
Bachelor of Science in nursing from Michigan State University, along with several
additional certifications. Ellen was a lifelong MSU fan (she bled green and white) and was
a football seasonal ticket for over 25 years. She spent her entire nursing career (19672004) at Community Health Center of Branch County, where she was a staff nurse and
then head nurse of the intensive care unit. After retirement, she taught CPR at CHC for
several years. Ellen was married to Roy Spires for 58 years, until his death in 2016.
Although she lived her whole life in Tekonsha, Ellen loved to travel. She visited most of the
USA, Europe and several other countries. She was past-president of the Tekonsha
Research Club and secretary of the Tekonsha Library Board.
Survivors include Ellen’s children, Connie Tungate of Battle Creek and Don Spires of
Tekonsha; several grandchildren; sister Lois Eddy of Grand Rapids and Elaine (Howard
“Skip”) Robbins of Battle Creek; sister-in-law Julie Sanders; several nieces and nephews;
former exchange students Sirkku of Finland, Ewa of Sweden, Monica of Norway and Vicki
of New Zealand (another exchange student, Ralph of German, preceded her in death);
and special friends, Urshula Sebring and Mary Sue Marz.
In addition to her husband, Roy, Ellen was preceded in death by her parents; a son,
Richard Spires (1973); and a brother, Lyle Sanders.
Memorial donations suggested to the Tekonsha High School athletic program, 245 S. Elm
Street, Tekonsha, MI 49092.
Please visit www.lighthousefuneral.com to share memories, pictures and videos with the
family.

Cemetery

Events

Riverside Cemetery-Tekonsha SEP
V Drive South Just East of Old 27 26
Tekonsha, MI, 49092

Celebration of Life

01:00PM - 03:00PM

First Baptist Church of Tekonsha
914 North Main Street, Tekonsha, MI, US, 49092

Comments

“

April lit a candle in memory of Ellen Lou Spires

April - July 01 at 10:47 AM

“

Vicki Carne lit a candle in memory of Ellen Lou Spires

Vicki Carne - May 08 at 01:48 AM

“

Ellen, my American Mom was such an amazing and incredibly inspiring woman. I am
so very lucky to have had Ellen and Roy as my host parents when I was an
exchange student. They have enriched my life in every way.
Mom Ellen was so kind and generous and truly blessed me and my whole family. We
enjoyed so many experiences together and had so much fun and laughter while
doing it. I will always fondly remember every adventure of which there were so many
… watching the penguins on Phillip Island in Australia, bears in Alaska, biking around
Mackinac Island, tubing from Stony Lake to Lake Michigan, s'mores by the lake,
sleeping under the stars, glaciers in New Zealand, hot tubbing, shopping and MSU
football games to name a few.
Mom Ellen helped to shape me into the person I am today and I am forever grateful
to her. I will miss her greatly, but I will treasure all of our wonderful memories and she
will live on in my heart forever.
My condolences and love to Don and Connie and their children, Lois, Elaine & Skip,
Julie, Mary Sue, Bugg and family and friends.
I miss you Mom Ellen. Thank you so very much for absolutely everything.

Lots of love always and forever
Vicki
Vicki Carne - May 08 at 01:46 AM

“

The 22nd of April 2020 the world lost an angel. Ellen was a truely remarkable
compassionate and generous person, always thinking of others.
We got to know Ellen & Roy when our daughter was an exchange student with them
back in 1992. They were amazing parents to Vicki. We have had many great
holidays with them since then in both USA (including Alaska) and New Zealand and
have met many of Ellen's friends and relations. We remember fondly the open house
they held for us when we were visiting and I am sure half of Tekonsha turned up.
Ellen had a lovely sense of humour and we had lots of laughs over the years. She
will always be in our hearts. Special condolences to her children and grandchildren,
Lois, Elaine & Skip, Julie, Mary Sue and Bug.
Thanks Ellen for the wonderful memories.
Cathy & Robin Baker

Cathy Baker - May 03 at 11:19 PM

“

I have fond memories of Ellen from growing up in Tekonsha; although Ellen and I
worked in different units at the hospital in Coldwater, I was fortunate to know her in
that setting as well. My sincere condolences to her family and to her many friends.

Kate (Feiler) Grant - April 27 at 08:32 AM

“

Ellen and I worked together in ICU. She was a great nurse! I loved working with her.
She taught me so much. Always ready and willing to explain anything I didn't
understand. We also shared many a good laugh. Thats how I will forever remember
her laugh. Also that she loved tootsie rolls and hated the sound of someone filing
their nails. She will always be "Elmer Byers" to me. Love you Elmer. Rest well my
friend. Until we meet again.

Bert Raymond - April 24 at 04:39 PM

“

It was so nice growing up in our big family. We had such good times at family things.
We had so many cousins but Ellen, Lois, and Elaine were the closest. We saw each
other all the time at Church and school. Ellen and Frank graduated together. I am so
sorry for your loss, I know how hard it is losing a sister. I am praying for all of you.

Esrher Trueblood - April 24 at 12:26 AM

“

Ellen, Nancy Hadley and I finished up our MSU BSN degree together. She was so
proud to be a MSU spartan (even bought a green car) and she was my MSU buddy.
She was my CPR instructor/nurse friend. I got to know her family through MSU
tailgating. Will miss you Ellen, you were a special friend and nurse. My condolences
to her family.

pam miller - April 23 at 10:53 AM

“

I worked with Ellen, in CCU. She was a great gal, I learned alot from her. Will miss
her! Always ran into her at Meijer, we would talk for 20 to 30 minutes loved it.
Condolences to the family. Shelly Smith

Rachel Smith - April 23 at 10:25 AM

“

Ellen was my boss at the Community Health Center when I was an LPN and working
in the CCU/ICU. She was a great boss and mentor. She encouraged me to go on to
get my RN degree. She was also my teacher for renewing my Basic Life Support.
Though we have not seen each other much the last few years, I do appreciate
having known her. We have lost a most wonderful nurse and person.

Deborah Mercer - April 23 at 09:18 AM

“

Don, I’m so sorry to hear of the loss of your dear mother. Her enjoyment for traveling
and adventure with her friends brought her much happiness. The love you have for
your Mother is shown by taking care of her during the last few years. Treasure all
happy memories and the personal time shared. May you also take on her legacy and
live happily and adventurous. You will be in my prayers. God bless you!

Kathy Pike - April 23 at 08:58 AM

“

Ellen was one of my favorite nurses. Very caring. She will be missed.

Marcia Knight - April 23 at 07:45 AM

“

Lighthouse Staff lit a candle in memory of Ellen Lou Spires

Lighthouse Staff - April 22 at 02:30 PM

