Everett B. VanWormer
December 3, 1938 - March 22, 2020

Everett Basil VanWormer, 81, of Union City passed away on Sunday, March 22, 2020 at
Evergreen Senior Care and Rehab Center in Springfield, MI.
A public memorial service will be held at a later date. Private interment will be held at
Sherwood Township Cemetery.
Everett was born on December 3, 1938 in Hillsdale, MI to Basil and Lucille (Pendelton)
VanWormer. He grew up in Hillsdale County and attended school in the Jerome area. On
November 14, 1964, he married Sherrin (Wadsworth) Littlejohn at the Union City
Wesleyan Church Parsonage. She preceded him in death in 2018. Everett grew up
farming and continued to farm on the side throughout his life. He worked as a logger for
Superior Pallet and also Midwest Foundry. In 1973 he went to work for American Fire
Apparatus Co. in Battle Creek, then started his own business, Wolverine Fire Apparatus,
in Union City in 1978. He operated Wolverine until he and Sherrin retired in 2004.
In his community, Everett was a member of the Union City Fire Department for nearly 40
years. He also served on the Union City Village Council and attended the Wesleyan
Church. He enjoyed golfing, hunting, mushrooming and gardening. As much as Everett
enjoyed growing huge-sized fruits and vegetables, his love for his wife and family was
even bigger.
Everett is survived by his stepson, Kenneth (Vicki) Littlejohn, Jr. of Union City; his
daughter, Kimberly (Ron) Norton of Athens; grandchildren Dusty (Matt) Weaver of
Coldwater, Ashley Littlejohn of Union City and Brandon Norton of Athens; greatgrandchildren Lydia Weaver, Natalee Weaver, Braxton Littlejohn; siblings Shirley
Abendroth of Dowling and Hershel (Jewel) VanWormer of Coldwater; and several cousins,
nieces and nephews.
In addition to his wife of 52 years, Sherrin, Everett was preceded in death by his parents;
a step-son, Russell Littlejohn (1965); and his siblings, Clyde, Sheldon, George and
Harriett.
Memorials are suggested to the Union City Fire Department, c/o the Village of Union City,
101 S. Broadway Street, Union City, MI 49094.

Cemetery
Sherwood Cemetery
548 North Main St.
Sherwood, MI, 49089

Comments

“

We had been wondering about Everett. We are neighbors of his and we've been
seeing family at his house in recent days and started wondering if something had
happened to him. He had told me he was thinking of staying with family before winter
and had hoped he was just away for the winter. Everett would always talk to me
when I was walking my dog every night. He loved to pet him and tell him that he was
a "beautiful pup". If he was inside he would always flash his flashlight at us and I
would always wave. So sorry to hear of his passing and condolences to his family.
He was one of the first people we met when we moved to Union City a few years ago
and about the only neighbor we really frequently talked too. He will definitely be
missed.

Brian Copp & Heather Hughes - June 11 at 10:37 AM

“

I truly respected Everett and will always have fond memories of him.

Steve Bush - April 22 at 08:19 AM

“

Steve remembers Everett working together for years on things with his father,
Richard Watson, as they were neighbors in Union City for years. Evertt would come
over and work on things in dad's shop on South Street. They created and made a
chicken plucker, for their chickens, to get all the feathers off. Seems like dad and
Evertt were always creating something for one or the other of them. All the Watson
boys knew how smart Everett was when it came to fire trucks and his ability to build
them. He was an amazing asset to Union City! What a kind soul and great neighbor!

Steve Watson - March 27 at 03:41 PM

“

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - March 26 at 02:55 PM

“

You were a very special person. David enjoyed working for Everett and sherrin. You
will be forever in our thoughts.

Tamra and David Hughes - March 24 at 02:11 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Mr. Everett’s passing. He and Sherrin were a delightful
couple who loved Union City and contributed greatly to the community with their
Wolverine Fire Apparatus business and the long time commitment made to here. In
the early Spring I would often stop by to kinda push Everett along with “our” garden.
He would always say....”I have a shovel just made for your hands.” I would always
reply...”Love to but I’m really too busy right now.” When his, “our”, garden started
producing he would provide a bounty to many. I will never forget his mischievous little
smile and his ever rocking gate that you could spot from a mile away. I will also
fondly remember many a Summer evening spent with the VanWormer’s in their
gazebo or on our front porch.
Our sympathy to the family and hope they find peace knowing how respected Everett
was and the positive mark he left on the community.

Tom & Cindy Case - March 24 at 11:09 AM

“

Everett and Sherrin were the best neighbors ever. Wanted to take them with when
we moved. Our condolences to the family. The Millers, Jim and Deb

Jim and Deb Miller - March 24 at 09:20 AM

“

RIP uncle Everett u will be miss we love u

Jason Vanwormer - March 23 at 10:54 PM

“

Spent 14 years on the fire department with this wonderful man. Learned a lot of stuff
from him, and laughed a lot with him as well. I will miss him very much and my
thoughts are with his entire family.

Steve Meyer - March 23 at 07:30 PM

“

Lifting the VanWormer family in prayer

Linda Edgell Burgett - March 23 at 05:35 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Everetts passing . We had so many good times at fire confrences
with Everett and Sherrin. He will be missed.

Janice Vosburg - March 23 at 04:51 PM

“

Lighthouse Staff lit a candle in memory of Everett B. VanWormer

Lighthouse Staff - March 23 at 04:33 PM

