Fredrick M. Bishop
March 26, 1930 - July 28, 2017

Fredrick Milo Bishop, 87, of Athens, passed away on Friday, July 28, 2017 at Glenn Arbor
Hospice Residence in Battle Creek.
A celebration of Fred’s life will be held at 11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, August 1, 2017 at
Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation, located 3 miles east of M-66 on M-60, in Union City.
Pastor David Mackaluso of the Wakeshma Community Church will officiate. Interment will
follow at Burr Oak Cemetery in Athens. Visitation will be held on Monday, July 31, 2017
from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at the Lighthouse in Union City and again on Tuesday, just
prior to the service, beginning at 10:00 A.M., also at the Lighthouse.
Fred was born on March 26, 1930 in Kalamazoo, Michigan to Kellogg and Merna (Snyder)
Bishop. He and his family moved to the Athens area when Fred was just 8 years old. He
graduated from Athens High School in 1948 and married his sweetheart, JoAnn Swartz,
on December 28 that same year in Battle Creek. The couple made their home in Athens
where they raised their four children. Fred worked for Eaton’s in Battle Creek for about 12
years before he got in to Kellogg’s. He served for 31 years at the cereal company before
retiring. Fred and JoAnn were married for 65 wonderful years before she died in 2015.
Fred was a great father to his children. He helped coach Little League baseball in Athens,
helped start the group known as the Athens Athletic Boosters and was a member of the
Kellogg’s 25 Year Club. He was an outdoorsman who loved hunting, fishing, and trapping.
He enjoyed golfing and absolutely loved to go sailing with Ray Pontoni and his crew. He
was very proud of his grandchildren and told them so often. He was known for his witty
comments and dry sense of humor. He will be missed many who knew and loved him.
Mr. Bishop is survived by his children, Deborah Atkinson of Battle Creek, Pamela (Lowell)
Howington, Doug (Jimi) Bishop, and Jody (Tim) Leslie, all of Athens, his sisters Barbara
Danilowicz of Wilmington NC, Mary Wesner of Kalamazoo and Carol Bishop of Denver,
CO, his sister-in-law Fern Bishop of Battle Creek, 11 grandchildren, 19 greatgrandchildren, 3 great-great-grandchildren and his caregivers Linda Noel & Vicki Ingersoll.
In addition to his wife, Fred was preceded in death by his parents, his brothers John and
Bruce Bishop and his son-in-law Ron Atkinson in 2016.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the Athens Area Community Foundation for the
"Les Swartz Memorial Scholarship."
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Comments

“

We lost another long time active resident of the Athens Community. Jodi, so sorry to
hear about Dad's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
May God give you peace and comfort. during this difficult time.

Carol Randdall - August 03, 2017 at 04:28 PM

“

Uncle Fred was a special person to me. He was my Best Man at our wedding,
second Dad, Pinochle foe, hunting, trapping and fishing buddy. Best of all we never
shared a harsh word in all those years. I have many hilarious memories of "things"
that happened over the years on our adventures. He was a wonderful son-in-law to
my grandparents over many years until their passing. It cannot be overstated how
valuable Fred was to our family, especially in times of need.
I do not know of a single person who did not like Fred. I had a conversation with a
Kellogg Retiree recently and asked if he knew my Uncle Fred. He replied, "You mean
"The Chief from Athens"? I said yes and he said, "One of the nicest guys I worked
with and always had a funny story for us.
Fred loved every member of his family and they all loved him, and he was very proud
of his children and grandchildren as they have become exceptional people and
respected citizens. Very proud indeed.
Rest in Peace 'Unc', you will be missed.
Dennis Reed

Dennis Reed - July 31, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Fredrick M. Bishop.

July 31, 2017 at 09:48 AM

“

44 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - July 31, 2017 at 08:25 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Fredrick M. Bishop.

July 30, 2017 at 06:41 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Fredrick M. Bishop.

July 30, 2017 at 01:01 PM

“

My heart goes out to you all at this terrible time. Pa was always kind to me. I truly
liked him. I know he will he deeply missed by his family.

Lisa Howington - July 30, 2017 at 12:03 PM

“

MY FRIEND,
Many of us have friends in life. It's a way to share good moments and also sad
moments. I was lucky to have been Fred as a friend for over 75 years. From the time
I came to Athens when I was in the 5th grade, Fred and I seemed to hit it off. Fred
was a good fisherman, and hunter. We loved to go up North fishing, sometimes flying
into Canada to do some big time fishing.
Our families were close and Fred and Jo visited us in Florida where we vacationed
during the winter months.
Fred and I also played golf together. He would also let me win once in a while in
order to keep my interest up.
I still can't get over what happened and most probably, never will.
However, I will always cherish the fact, that Fred was my friend.
Dave Marlowe

david marlowe - July 30, 2017 at 09:41 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Fredrick M. Bishop.

July 30, 2017 at 12:37 AM

“

Lighthouse lit a candle in memory of Fredrick M. Bishop

Lighthouse - July 28, 2017 at 10:34 PM

