Karlton W. Gruner
March 27, 1940 - May 17, 2020

Karlton W. Gruner, 80, of Batavia Township, passed away on Sunday, May 17, 2020.
He will be laid to rest with his wife, Donna, at Riverside Cemetery in Union City in a private
graveside service officiated by Pastor Marty Burdick. The family is being served by
Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation of Union City.
Karlton was born March 27, 1940 in Coldwater, MI to Wilbert and Beulah (Harvey) Gruner.
He graduated from Union City High School in 1959. On June 20, 1959, he married the
former Donna Crandall at the Sherwood Free Methodist Church. The couple made their
home in Batavia, where they served as foster parents to 13 children and adopted four
children over the years.
Karlton farmed for many years and built pole barns for Hall Brothers Construction. In the
late 1970s, he completed a tool and die program through Glen Oaks Community College,
which led to working for Bronson Precision Products, Acorn Door and L & S Products.
When not working, Karlton enjoyed his garden, collecting toy tractors and flying as a
student pilot.
Survivors include his children, Malinda (Thomas) Olmsted of Union City, Karlton Allen
Gruner of Quincy, Jody Connell of Union City, Wendell (Jerrianne) Gruner of Colon, Eric
Gruner of LaGrange, IN, Barbara Gruner of Coldwater, Jason Gruner of Coldwater and
Andy Gruner of Coldwater; 13 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; a brother, Kurtis
(Diana) Gruner of Coldwater; a brother- and sister-in-law, Milton “Cap” (Sue) Crandall of
Burlington; two nephews and several cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Donna (2019); and a great-grandson,
Charlie Topping.
Memorial donations may be directed to Lighthouse, PO BOX 161, Union City, MI 49094 to
help with final expenses. You can also donate online by visiting
https://www.lighthousefuneral.com/funeral-funding/donate-to-funeral-expenses.

Cemetery
Riverside Cemetery
780 North Broadway
Union City, MI, 49094

Comments

“

I am so sorry for your loss and hope your find peace in knowing that your parents are
together again. I will forever have wonderful memories of them and our great
experiences together as children.
Love always,
Lorri Gruner

Lorri Gruner - June 21 at 10:06 AM

“

16 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - May 22 at 09:59 AM

“

Holly Parks Rohrbach lit a candle in memory of Karlton W. Gruner

Holly Parks Rohrbach - May 20 at 10:07 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family - Karlton was a very kind person. My husband
grew up with Karlton and Donna's children and our Daughter would always go down
to their house to stay with Barb. Karlton and Donna will be greatly missed by many
people.
Tena Bloom

TENA BLOOM - May 20 at 02:07 PM

“

16 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - May 20 at 12:42 PM

“

I spent quite a lot of time in the Gruner home when I was younger. Donna & Karlton
welcomed me and treated me like one of their own kids. I cherish those memories.
My condolences to the family. I never got a chance to get to know the younger
children, but they are a testament to the love this couple had to share. They opened
their home and just kept adding children. How wonderful. Jody, Wendell, Malinda,
and Allen, you all have a special place in my heart, and I love you like brothers and
sisters. I am so sorry for your loss. God be with you.
Malinda (Brauker) George

Malinda Geoge - May 20 at 09:54 AM

“

To the best father you could ever ask for.him and my mom were always there for me
and my sister, no matter if it were for good or bad. He always supported me in
everything I chose to do, whether I failed or were successful. He didn't do it because
he had to, but because he believed in us and loved us all equally. I'll never forget or
stop loving them as long as I live.
Eric Gruner

Eric Gruner - May 19 at 03:30 PM

“

Condolences to the family during this time of loss.
Marty Gruner and Family.

Marty Gruner - May 19 at 01:34 PM

“

I remember Karlton riding the school bus with me and the rest of the Burlington kids.
I remember him as being a gentle person. Pat Horwood (Patty Phillips class of '59)

PAT HORWOOD - May 19 at 11:59 AM

“

So sorry to see this, prayers go to the children of Karlton and Donna, both were
special friends.

Janet Woods - May 18 at 06:50 PM

“

Our Heartfelt sympathies go out to the Gruner family

Chris and Erica Guadagno family - May 18 at 04:37 PM

“

Judy Gottschalk lit a candle in memory of Karlton W. Gruner

Judy Gottschalk - May 18 at 04:10 PM

“

Lighthouse Staff lit a candle in memory of Karlton W. Gruner

Lighthouse Staff - May 18 at 03:52 PM

“

Pam Smith lit a candle in memory of Karlton W. Gruner

Pam Smith - May 18 at 03:36 PM

