Lee E. Coltson
September 28, 1938 - May 8, 2019

Lee Edward Coltson, 80, of Bellevue, Michigan passed May 8, 2019 surrounded by his
family.
Services will be held on Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at the United Methodist Church in
Bellevue with Rev. Mikki Sandlin officiating. Family will be available for visitation starting at
10:00 AM. Memorial services will begin at 11:00 AM followed by a luncheon.
Lee was born September 28, 1938 to Leonard and Verle (Vrooman) Coltson of Olivet.
He graduated from Bellevue High School in 1956. He began working at Coltson’s Clothing
and Shoes and then in the office of Cheney Limestone (both in Bellevue) before starting a
17 ½ year career as a policeman/detective with the City of Battle Creek. He then took a
Friend of the Court position with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s Department. Lee left the
Sheriff’s Department in 1991 to start his own private detective business which he ran until
his retirement in 2016 at the age of 77.
During his life Lee was a Cub Scout Master, active in the Bellevue Athletic Boosters,
President of the Bellevue Whirl-a-ways square dance club, and served on the Bellevue
School Board when the new high school on Love Road was built. In addition, he was a
three-time past president of the Bellevue Lion’s Club, served as president of the Bellevue
Alumni Association, and was elected President of the Village of Bellevue. In 2013, Lee
was placed in the Bellevue High School Hall of Fame for his activities in the community
during his life.
Lee is survived by, in his words, “his very lovely wife” Sharon (Tew) Coltson of 59 years;
their three sons: Thomas (Vicky) and Timothy (Kris) of Bellevue and Patrick (Dawn) of
Hastings; grandchildren: Jennifer, Jacob, Joe, Janice, Clay and Garrett Coltson, Stasia
Swiger and Betsey Smith; great-grandchildren: Skylar, Railys, and Kairi Mulkey, Hayes
Coltson, Paige Smith, Evan Willis, Zachary, Matthew and Abigail Beard.
Lee was preceded in death by his parents and sister Caroline Howard.

Memorials may be made to the Bellevue United Methodist Church or Bellevue Lions Club.
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Comments

“

I had the pleasure of knowing and working with Lee , a good man. I owe you a coffee
Lee and we joked often about me meeting you to pay up. Well I still owe ya Lee and
will settle up when I see you again. God Bless.
Kim Price

Kim Price - May 26 at 10:23 AM

“

“

Thanks Kim. You were a good friend.
sharon coltson - May 27 at 05:41 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Lee E. Coltson.

May 21 at 11:03 AM

“

Lee was probably my dads best friend.When he passed in 1970 LEE was a great
friend and a father figure to me,plus a help to my mom and sister.I have many good
memories of rabbit hunting together,and hearing stories of his time on the police
force. Rest in peace Lee you will be missed

Jim Wernowsky
jim wernowsky - May 19 at 06:26 PM

“

I knew Lee when I worked at BCOD in our lock up, Lee used to come and talk to me
on a regular basis, he was a great guy. RIP Lee.

Rick Denney - May 16 at 10:57 PM

“

Lee will be missed. I worked with him at the police dept. As a rooky I rode with him to
start out. I learned a great deal from him. I am sorry for the family`s loss.
William Broderick

williwm vincent broderick - May 16 at 05:20 PM

“

Sharon, Tom, Tim and Patrick. I served on the Battle Creek Police Department for
several years with Lee. I considered him a partner, friend and a mentor. During a
very troubling time for me, he spent a lot of time listening and then offering advice
that was very wise and I put it to good use. During a night watch in a patrol car,
partners tend to want to talk about their own interests. You should know that Lee
talked about the four of you--so much so, that I felt I was nearly a part of the family.
When Lee was promoted to detective, I thought I would miss him. Particularly when
he sought and received assignment to some very difficult homicide cases. But those
types of cases actually created an opportunity for us to work together and I was able
to learn a great deal watching his technique and ability to master intricate detail. My
best wishes to you all.
Terry Tobias

Terry Tobias - May 14 at 10:46 AM

