Lucille Irene Smith
May 29, 1938 - January 21, 2021

Lucille Irene Smith, 82, of Athens, passed away on Thursday, January 21, 2021 at
Oaklawn Hospital in Marshall.
A memorial celebration will be held Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 2:00 PM at Coldwater
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 399 N. Fremont Road, Coldwater, MI, with a meal to
follow.
A private memorial service was held at Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation in Union City with
Pastor Bayani Pastrana of the Coldwater Seventh Day Adventist Church officiating.
Interment was at Burlington Cemetery. The ceremony was live streamed on Lighthouse
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/lighthousefuneral.
Lucille was born May 29, 1938 in Bedford, Michigan to Alonzo and Loah (Reynolds) Perry.
She attended Battle Creek Academy and married Ronald D. Smith on October 20, 1954. T
hey lived a short time in Texas while Ron was in the Army and moved back to Athens to ra
ise their family.
Lucille worked on the farm, was employed by Post Gardens in Battle Creek and retired as
a bus driver from Union City Schools. Lucille was a devout Seventh Day Adventist, attend
ed the SDA church in Coldwater and studied her Bible regularly. She enjoyed shopping, g
ardening, mowing lawn and cutting wood with her husband Ron. She always cared for oth
ers, even strangers. You would never go away hungry from Lucille’s home.
Survivors to treasure her memory are her husband, Ronald D. Smith of Athens, Janette (Ji
m) Blevins of Durand, Lauri (Greg) Smagacz of Burlington, and Michael (Cyndie) Smith of
Union City; five grandchildren; several great-grandchildren and the family dog, Sophie.
She was preceded in death by her sister Louise Allen and brother-in-law Jim Allen.
Memorial contributions can be made to Maranatha, in care of the Coldwater Seventh Day
Adventist Church, PO Box 8, Coldwater, MI 49036.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - January 25 at 12:51 PM

“

My heart goes out to the family. Every encounter I had with Lucille was a treat,! I was
blessed every time I seen her smile smile. I actually dreamed of her last night.
Finding this page was the first I knew of here passing. RIP Lucille I know you will be
missed.

Lisa Zaborski - January 30 at 06:01 AM

“

My condolences to Lucilles family. She was my last cousin and I have known her
since she was a little baby. She will sleep only for a moment as the Lord is coming
soon and she will rise with the redeemed. I pray the Lord will send the Holy Spirit into
the family to fill the void.
Bob Aldrich

Bob Aldrich - January 26 at 12:29 AM

“

Ron & Lucille are what I suppose some people would call my godparents. I knew
from an early age that if anything happened to my mom and dad, we would be going
to live with them. They are also my cousins. I grew up in California and was only able
to visit my Michigan relatives every other year in the summer for a couple of weeks.
But it was enough time for me to fall in love with all my Michigan relatives, especially
Ron & Lucille and their family. I felt safe with them.
Lucille always seemed to me to be a woman of strength, able to handle whatever life
threw at her. I know she had a strong faith in God, and that is surely the source of
that strength. My favorite thing about Lucille was her sense of humor. She would get
a twinkle in her eye and I knew she was going to poke me, or say something funny.
She made me feel loved.
Three years ago, I was able to go to Michigan for my grandpa’s funeral and I stayed
with Ron & Lucille. I am so very thankful for that time to get to know them better, as
an adult.
My heart hurts, knowing I will never have that opportunity again on this earth, but I
know I will see her again someday…..hopefully soon.
I wish I could be there today with all my cousins to dispense hugs freely and just be
together in this sad time. I love you all! My heart is with you. (((((HUGS)))))

Debbie Williams - January 25 at 01:06 PM

“

My heart is with you today! Wish I could be there! Lucille was one of my favorite
people!
I'm so glad I talked to her the night before! So sorry for your loss! Praying we will all
meet her soon at that great family reunion! Love you all!

Diane Babcock - January 25 at 12:40 PM

“

RIP mom! I'm very blessed to of had you for my mother-in-law; the BEST mother-inlaw that a guy could ever have! ! ! You will be greatly missed but never forgotten! ! !
Love you always! ! !

Greg Smagacz - January 24 at 07:27 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lucille Irene Smith.

January 24 at 03:39 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Lucille Irene Smith.

January 24 at 03:02 PM

“

I will always remember Lucille: The many rides home from Battle Creek Academy
when mom could not get us because something special was going on, sleep overs
that Mike and I had when we were both much younger. Her smile, was contagious
and always on her face. She had such a positive attitude and sweet gentle spirit. She
will be missed very much. Our love and prayers are with you.
Larry and Susan Howard

Larry Howard - January 24 at 02:10 PM

“

Lucille made us feel welcome in her home, providing delicious meals, often followed
by a Sabbath afternoon walk to the pond and woods. She always made time to listen
and share stories. Her vibrant zest for life will be missed. Love, Kevin & Stephenie
Renshaw

Kevin Renshaw - January 23 at 10:46 PM

“

Kevin and Stephenie Renshaw purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Lucille
Irene Smith.

Kevin and Stephenie Renshaw - January 23 at 10:11 PM

“

Tanya Winterburn lit a candle in memory of Lucille Irene Smith

Tanya Winterburn - January 23 at 07:36 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Lauri Smagacz - January 23 at 07:27 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to Ron and to Lucille's entire family. Lucille was my Dad's
cousin and such a wonderful person. I loved to visit her and Ron. She was sunny
and bright and loving. They were a wonderful team. I am so happy my Dad and I
were able to see them both in October. Those of you who were related to her have
been very blessed.

Brenda Aldrich Albrecht - January 23 at 03:34 PM

“

What a wonderful lady she was! I got to know her when we worked together at the
bus garage. So enjoyed our visits! She cared and did so much for everyone, a heart
of gold! My deepest condolences to the family.

Sherrie Leson - January 23 at 12:50 PM

“

Pam Smith lit a candle in memory of Lucille Irene Smith

Pam Smith - January 23 at 12:48 PM

“

Janice L Cronkhite lit a candle in memory of Lucille Irene Smith

Janice L Cronkhite - January 23 at 07:47 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Lucille Irene Smith.

January 23 at 06:06 AM

“

A mother’s love has different colors through the years. From being the disciplinarian,
to listening and encouraging through the middle years, to being a best friend as we
aged. I will miss our shopping trips, eating breakfast out, laughing at each other’s
stories. For several years I made her a Shutterfly calendar with family photos. We
would beg everyone for photos, steel them off Facebook and complete the calendar
together. We shared a love for photos and it will be a wonderful memory. When she
couldn’t sleep she would spend hours studying her bible and looking at old photos in
the middle of the night. Mother would do anything for anyone, even strangers. She
had a big heart, a warm soul and loved our father dearly. They have been holding
hands for 66 years. My heart hurts. I spent this evening uploading voicemail
messages so I will always have her voice. We do everything we can to hang on and
not let go, but in the end we know this is God’s will and look forward to being with her
again someday in heaven. She will now have the best sleep she has had in years.
Rest in peace! Love you mom!

Lauri Smagacz - January 22 at 10:08 PM

“

Lauri Smagacz is following this tribute.

Lauri Smagacz - January 22 at 09:05 PM

“

Lucille would always ask me how old I was and I ,of course, would not tell her the
truth and that led to a 10 min. debate about my age. I don't think she ever knew for
sure how old I really was. She was more like a sister than a cousin-law. She will
definitely be missed!! Lee

Lee Glotzback 111 - January 22 at 08:49 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Lauri Smagacz - January 22 at 06:46 PM

“

Gracious, gracious lady. I will honor her memory from all the times we spent together
going for walks, riding in the Polaris, flower shopping, yard work, the list goes on. A
beautiful friend and neighbor. The salt of the earth. My heartfelt prayers for Ron and
the family. She will be so deeply missed. In loving memory - rest well my friend until
we meet again. Jan Cronkhite

Janice L Cronkhite - January 22 at 11:00 AM

