Mary Louise Crowell
August 31, 1926 - November 22, 2018

Mary Louise (Mitchell) Crowell, 92, of Athens passed away on Thursday, November 22,
2018 at the Laurels of Coldwater, where she was under hospice care following her
husband Jim’s death on October 22.
A celebration of Mary’s life will be held on Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at 11 AM at
the First Congregational UCC in Athens, with pastors John Blaskie and Rodney Crowell
officiating. Interment will follow at Burr Oak Cemetery in Athens. Visitation will be held on
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 from 4:00 - 6:00 PM at Lighthouse of Athens, 310 S. Capital
Avenue.
Mary Louise Mitchell was born August 31, 1926 near East Leroy, Michigan to Roe Mitchell
and Opal Chichester Mitchell, the fourth of seven children--all born at home and delivered
by the same physician. From Kindergarten to 8th grade, she attended a one-room school,
one mile away, where the children's mothers took turns preparing lunch for all, which was
hand-carried to the school by the students themselves. In 1940, she began attending
Athens High School, graduating in 1944.
Her late birthday delayed her application to the Nursing Cadet Corps, so Mary worked in
civil service at Percy Jones Hospital in Fort Custer, Battle Creek, Michigan as a
clerk/typist. There she saw the wounded men returning from battle, some as fresh as a
36-hour trip from the front lines. After the war, she continued clerical work at Equitable Life
Insurance on the 11th floor of the Security National Bank building. Her boyfriend, James
Crowell, returned home after service in the Navy and proposed to her at her home. They
were married in the Athens Congregational Church on May 18, 1946. Due to post-war
shortages of materials, Mary made her own wedding dress and veil, two bridesmaid's
dresses, the ring bearer pillow and provided her own altar flowers from dogwood across
the road from her family farm. Despite the modest cost ($150), it was called a "fancy"
wedding because it was held in a church!
Mary and Jim lived for two years in Battle Creek, where Jim studied briefly at Argubright

Business College, but left to work for the Sinclair Oil Company and so they moved to
Athens, where their two children were born. Diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1956, Mary
spent 11 months recovering at the Kimball Sanitarium in Battle Creek. Her crucial role as
Mother was supplemented by family friends Ruth Ann Lee and Grandma Green. At
"Kimball San," as it was called, Mary learned that a good mental attitude was essential for
recovery. She never forgot the experience of this long-term hospitalization with its many
lessons.
Reunited after this illness, Mary and Jim's marriage partnership blossomed: they became
Youth Group leaders at the Congregational Church for 10 years, conducting memorable
retreats on the sand dunes by Lake Michigan at Silver Lake. Mary also became Calhoun
County Christmas Seal Chairman and later President of the County TB Association,
motivated by the need to pass along to others the help she had received in her illness.
During these years, Jim and brother Phil also formed the Crowell Brothers oil business,
providing home heating fuels and service station operations throughout the Athens area
for two decades.
With both children grown and either in college or college graduates, Mary was motivated
by her daughter Dawn to return to nurses' training in her late 40s. She began at Kellogg
Community College in Battle Creek and finished at Kalamazoo Valley Community College,
where she did clinicals at Borgess and Bronson Hospitals, finishing and passing state
boards for her LPN and RN degrees. She worked six years at Lakeview General Hospital
then became a Visiting Home Nurse for 18 years after that. She also founded the local
Thrift Shop and served on the Senior Millage Allocation Committee for Calhoun County. In
1996, Mary and Jim celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, and in 2003, she and Jim
were chosen Honor Citizens for the Athens Summer Homecoming. In May, 2007, they
were both interviewed by a Grand Valley State professor for the Library of Congress Oral
History Project in Washington, DC.
Despite her dementia, and with crucial daytime help from in-home caregivers, Jim cared
for Mary in the home they had built until the day he passed away. They had been married
72 years. Mary is survived by her daughter Dawn (Murl) Sickbert of Union City, MI; son
Rodney (Jeana) Crowell of Park City, KS; nine grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren;
one great-great grandson; numerous nieces and nephews; and her siblings, Fern Bishop
of Battle Creek, Gordon Mitchell of Fulton and Frank Mitchell of East Leroy. She was
preceded in death by husband Jim, and her siblings Eldon Mitchell, Leon Mitchell, and
Marceille Mitchell Wank.
Memorial donations are suggested to the Athens Area Community Foundation.
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Comments

“

Jody Korn lit a candle in memory of Mary Louise Crowell

Jody Korn - November 27, 2018 at 11:53 AM

“

I remember every weekend going to her home and doing odds and ends for her to
earn money and to learn from her experience in life
When my parents passed away I still went there to visit her and Jim
Going there to swim in the ice cold river behind their home was refreshing on a hot
day I'm going to miss the both of them Dearly

Deborah Snyder - November 26, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

75 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - November 26, 2018 at 10:43 AM

“

What a wonderful person! Many memories all throughout my life of Mary .
Her time as a "visiting nurse" was when she was my guardian angel. Words will
never be adequate to explain how Mary was to my parents and myself. Along with
her scheduled visits here in our home she also stopped by to check in every day.
She knew just what to do every step of the way.
Always, for as long as I live I will regard Mary as a gift from God to my family.

Linda Roe Minier

Linda Roe Minier - November 25, 2018 at 06:29 PM

“

Had the great pleasure of having Mary in my life for so many years. When she came
to get her hair done and left, always felt like I had just spent time with God's special
angel.
Will always remember when Mary and Jim showed up for our 50th Wedding
Anniversary party a day late. We had such a great visit with plenty of snacks and
tales to tell. A visit that would not have been possible if they had came the day
before. God's plan!
My condolences to her family and friends. She will be missed but knowing where she
is brings a big smile to my face.
Well done Mary!
Bobbi

Barbara Brunn - November 24, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

May God wrap his arms around the Crowell family during this time of sorrow. Mary,
rejoice in your reunion with Jim. I will be thinking of you during your final visit back to
the Athens Congragational Church, where are families sat near each other for many
years.

Sally Beck - November 23, 2018 at 09:37 PM

