Matthew B. Flanders
February 1, 1966 - December 27, 2018

Matthew Brian Flanders, 52, of Ceresco, passed away unexpectedly on Thursday,
December 27, 2018 at Bronson Battle Creek Hospital.
A celebration of Matt’s life will be held on Tuesday, January 1, 2019 at 1 PM at Lighthouse
of Athens, 310 S. Capital Avenue in Athens, with Pastor Kelly Hadlich officiating. Visitation
will be held from 12 Noon-1:00 PM on Tuesday, January 1, 2019, just prior to the service.
The family is being served by Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation of Union City.
Matt was born on February 1, 1966 in Hastings, MI to Charles D. and Harriet (Haskell)
Flanders. He graduated from Harper Creek High School in 1984 and earned a B.A. in
Business from Ferris State University. On August 10, 2013 he married the former Janice
Turner in Hale, MI. The couple made their home on a farm in Ceresco, not far from Battle
Creek, where Matt had been employed for 18 years for the City as a housing rehab
coordinator. When not working, Matt enjoyed spending time outdoors, hunting, fishing,
swimming, spending time with his friends and his pets, and tinkering on the farm.
Left to cherish Matt’s memory is his wife, Janice; his mother, Harriet Flanders of Lincoln,
MI; his siblings, Kimberly Flanders and Charles Mark Flanders, both of Battle Creek; his
step-children, Tyler Phaff, Travis Phaff, Tanner Phaff, Mark Cagle, and Jennifer Rose; six
grandchildren; one niece, one nephew and one great-niece. He was preceded in death by
his father and his first wife, Debora Flanders.
Memorial donations are suggested to South Central Michigan Humane Society, 2500
Watkins Road, Battle Creek, MI 49015.
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Gathering of Friends and Family12:00PM - 01:00PM
Lighthouse of Athens - Event Hall
310 South Capital Ave., Athens, MI, US, 49011
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Celebration of Life

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Lighthouse of Athens - Event Hall
310 South Capital Ave., Athens, MI, US, 49011
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Reception

02:30PM

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation Services, LLC
634 Mendon Road, Union City, MI, US, 49094

Comments

“

wow. I just read all these tributes and it reminds me exactly of how Matt was when I
swam with him at Lakeview High School. He always had a that awesome smile and
great sense of humor. To Matt's family, i am sorry for your loss.
Tom Fox

tom fox - January 07, 2019 at 07:23 PM

“

I am awfully sorry to hear this. I have so many fond memories of growing up with
Kim, Mark and Matt. My deepest condolences to all of you during this very difficult
time.

Mark Glubke - January 04, 2019 at 12:19 PM

“

I meet Mr. MATT or Mr. Flan-ders, as I would call him. He would come by my desk
and no matter who may be around he would hi-five or fist pump with me. One day I
got him some chocolate donuts. He looked at me, smiled said "wait right here". So he
left and came back about an hour later. At this time He, Mr. Matt had went to the
store and got me a Reese's cup. I will always remember his silly crazy smile. I love
you Mr. Matt, I will miss you very much!

Cindy Honaker - December 31, 2018 at 06:12 PM

“

Matt was an amazing friend. I worked with him when he was a Code Enforcement Official.
I'll always remember his generous spirit and his kind smile. Prayers to the family and May
God give you strength in the days ahead. Jeanette Cook
Jeanette K Cook - December 31, 2018 at 08:02 PM

“

A few years back, Mr. Flanders walked me through the process of a home rehab project.
Not only was he very knowledgeable, but also very kind. I was most grateful to him, and I
send deepest sympathy to all of his family. The City of Battle Creek and the many
recipients of his guidance should be very thankful for his service. Rest in Peace Matt
Flanders.
Joan Callahan - January 04, 2019 at 03:47 PM

“

I don’t know how I didn’t see this sooner. I’m shocked to see that Matt has passed so
young. I worked with him at the City and found him to be a true joy to work with. He had a
great personality both personally and professionally including a wonderful dry sense of
humor. He always tried to do right by both the City and the citizen. He will never be
forgotten by those who knew him. My condolences to his family. Eileen Wicklund
Eileen Wicklund - January 05, 2019 at 07:49 PM

“

I first met Matt when he came to rent certify our rental properties. Late I had the
pleasure of working with him at the City. A very nice man that always wanted the best
for people no matter their station in life at the time nor where they came from. He will
be greatly missed by all who were blessed to know him.

Denise & Mike Rust - December 31, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

I was Matt's suite-mate. I only knew him for 1 year but he was my work "big brother".
We had the best conversation about everything from God to Cooter Brown. He was
hilarious, kind & just an all around great guy. Janice,I know you are an awesome
woman because Matt talked about you & the kids and grand kids all the time.Praying
for God's peace to surround you and your family as you navigate this most difficult
time. I am truly sorry for your loss...

Shawna Gamble - December 31, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

Neighbor Matt will always be in our thoughts and hearts. Always busy and always
willing to help out if needed. We will always remember that smile he had while
entertaining the grandchildren on the lawnmower or ATV in yard and the love for his
family and four legged friends as well. God has a special plan for this special young
man. Janice you know our home is always open for you. Chuck & Christa

Chuck & Christa Brown - December 31, 2018 at 11:28 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I worked with Matt for the last year and a half and he was
a wonderful man. He was hilarious! and we spent most of our time trying to make
each other laugh. Truly an awesome guy and such a massive loss. God bless you
and your family Matt.

Joby W Purucker - December 30, 2018 at 03:01 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - December 30, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

We will always remember our times shared with Matt during his years of marriage to
Debbie. He embraced her and her family with patience, kindness and love. Matt had
such a great sense of humor and no matter what we found to do for entertainment,
we always laughed. Why God took you so soon we will never know. But we pray you
find peace when you are joined in heaven with those loved ones that have gone
before you. You will always hold a special place in the hearts of your friends, family,
and extended family. Rest In Peace,
Dave and Teri Byrd

Dave and Teri Byrd - December 30, 2018 at 12:42 PM

“

Though life took us in different directions I will always cherish the memories made
when Matt and Mark played Optimist Baseball for me back in the late 70’s. His smile
was always contagious and no matter what brother Mark conned him into trying, he
always bounced back. You have passed from this life far too soon for those that
knew you and those that would have, but we pray you get the eternal rest at God’s
hand that you so richly deserve.

Paul Avery - December 29, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

Matt was a good friend and swimmer in middle and high school. I’m sorry to all for his
loss. I thought of him often but lost contact long ago. Lots of good memories of him.

Patrick Avery - December 29, 2018 at 01:34 PM

“

25 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - December 29, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

To my best friend growing up who lived 2 doors down and used to swim in our family
pool and was fastest swimmer I had ever met ..and broke my dads brothers high
school record that was held since like the 1960s at battle creek central swim meet
..trying to fight the tears becuase I was gonna come see you this spring I'm moving

back from Florida ...wow how fast life goes buddy I'm gonna miss ya Matt I was
coming for the laughs we had from our 1st drivers training rides when we passed to
get our lisence at 16 ..and those awesome dirt bike days in our family's back fields
and all the great memories we had growing up as kids ...man I gonna miss ya ..I
have to go with God's plan as much as I would of loved to had the chance before he
took you to heaven ..love Rob Swafford
Rob Swafford - December 29, 2018 at 11:33 AM

“

To the Flanders family. My heart goes out to each of you during this very difficult
time. May you find peace and comfort in your memories of him. Matt was a great guy
and he will be deeply missed. Rest In Peace, Matt.

Renee Hudson Allen - December 29, 2018 at 09:15 AM

“

I worked with Matt for 18 years at the city. I will miss him a lot. He was passionate
about his work. I enjoyed our many conversations wether it was work related or
discussing his chickens or crazy dog stories. Matt lived life to the fullest. May he Rest
In Peace. God Bless the Flanders family.

Marcia Wentworth - December 28, 2018 at 11:08 PM

“

To the Flanders family, I am so very sorry for your loss. Although I did not know Matt
outside of work, I considered him a close friend at work and knew he'd always have a
listening ear or be ready with a wise crack. No matter how bad our work days got, we
could always find something to talk or laugh about, and we did that a lot. I will forever
be grateful for your friendship, our senseless conversations in your office, and all the
laughs we shared. I'm going to miss you dearly my friend. Rest in peace brother.

Todd Nowicki - December 28, 2018 at 03:51 PM

“

Matt was such a good brother in law. He was kind, funny, and such a caring person.
He and Janice were two peas in a pod and loved each other so much. Most of all he
was a good man and though we are heartbroken beyond words today we can believe
in Gods promise to see us through and look forward to seeing him again
Love
you sis

Terri Franklin - December 28, 2018 at 12:31 PM

