Norman R. Schafer
May 9, 1931 - August 23, 2020

Norman Ronald Schafer, 89, of Tekonsha, passed away at Oaklawn Hospital in Marshall
on Aug. 23, 2020.
A memorial service celebrating the life of Norman will take place at 1:00 PM on Thursday,
August 27, 2020 at the First Baptist Church of Tekonsha 914 N. Main St. Tekonsha, MI
49092. Visitation will be held from 11:00 AM until the time of the service at 1:00 PM, also
at the church. Interment will follow at Riverside Cemetery in Tekonsha. The ceremony will
be streamed live on the Lighthouse’s Facebook page. You do not need to have a facebook
account to view the video. Watch it live here https://www.facebook.com/lighthousefuneral/.
The family is being served by Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation in Union City.
Norman was born on May 9, 1931, to Ronald and Mildred (Doolittle) Schafer. He was a
lifelong resident of Tekonsha and graduated in 1948 from Tekonsha High School. He
played numerous sports while in high school.
As a 15 year old teenager, he helped drive a milk route hauling milk cans with his father
Ronald, after school and on the weekends and later after graduation. In 1954 after
returning from the service, Ronald and Norman purchased a milk route, then known as
Schafer & Son Milk Hauling. In 1959 they sold the milk route, and throughout those years
they also farmed full time and milked their own cows on the farm.
On Dec. 28, 1950, he enlisted in the United States Air Force, and entered service on Jan.
2, 1951. After training in the states, he was stationed in Germany on the bombing range
where he remained for 37 months (1951-54).
In 1960 Norman married the love of his life, Ardith (Knowles) Schafer and they enjoyed 57
wonderful years together until her passing in 2018. Together they raised 3 children; Cindy,
DeAnn and Randy. The couple farmed all their life, retiring in 2007 at which point they
enjoyed maintaining and caring for the Schafer Family’s Sesquicentennial Farm.
During his life, Norman also served on the Tekonsha School Board for 8 years, with 4 of
those years as president. He served 20 years on The Board of Review and served on the
Tekonsha Zoning Board. He also was honored as Grand Marshal along side his son
Randy in the Tekonsha Memorial Day Parade.
He was a member of the Marshall Moose, Farmer’s Union, Double Jack Pedro Club, The
Tekonsha Historical Society and The Union Church of Tekonsha.

He loved spending time with family and community especially conversation over a good
cup of coffee. He and Ardith spent many enjoyable years at Tri-Lake Trails Campground
and he was an avid card player who loved a good-hearted game of Euchre. He enjoyed
watching sports and attending his family’s sporting events.
He is survived by his three children: Cindy (Bob) Arnold of Tekonsha; DeAnn Devenney of
Elkhart, IN; Randy Schafer of Tekonsha. Grandsons: Nick (Kelli) Arnold of Sodus; MI;
Jarred Devenney of Indianapolis, IN; Derek Arnold of Tekonsha; Parker Devenney of
Chicago, IL and great-grandson Kingston Devenney of Indianapolis, IN.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Ardith and sister Merlyn (Schafer)
Hunsicker.
Those wishing to make a memorial contribution in Norman’s honor, may do so to The
Tekonsha Historical Society or The Tekonsha Athletic Department.
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Comments

“

I was a pre-teen during the time cousin Norm and his Dad (my uncle Ronald) had
their milk collection service. I remember staying at the Doolittle farm and getting up
very early to go ride the milk route with Norm, probably two or three times. I really
appreciated him taking me along. I learned a lot about rural life and the local
geography from those adventures.
Norm was the joker of the Addie Doolittle grandchildren, a trait that he exhibited his
whole life. I also have fond memories of watching the Tekonsha baseball team with
my Grandfather VandyBogurt, when Norm played on the team.
I am sorry that I did not get to see more of Norm and Ardith during the time Randy,
Cindy and DeAnn were growing up. All the Doolittle clan should be very grateful to
Ruth and David Keefer for holding the family gatherings we have had in more recent
years, where we do get a chance to catch up. Norm was always a delight at those
gatherings and will be missed by us all.
Phil Doolittle

E Philip Doolittle - August 26 at 10:13 PM

“

From: Louie & Donna purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Norman R. Schafer.

From: Louie & Donna - August 26 at 03:05 PM

“

73 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation - August 26 at 01:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 26 at 01:30 PM

“

Your EOMS family purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Norman R.
Schafer.

Your EOMS family - August 26 at 01:25 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 26 at 12:14 AM

“

I am sorry to hear of Norms passing...He was a super person...loved playing cards
with him & Ardith..kind of a tease, but in a loving way. My condolences to the whole
family

judy vahs - August 25 at 06:47 PM

“

I’m heartbroken over the loss of my awesome Uncle Norm, just as I was for Aunt
Ardith when she passed!! They were amazing people, they are and will be greatly
missed!!

Julie Sharpsteen - August 25 at 02:42 PM

“

Our thoughts & prayers are with your family at this time of sorrow.

sally cima - August 25 at 01:49 PM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 25 at 01:35 PM

“

Andru Hunter lit a candle in memory of Norman R. Schafer

Andru Hunter - August 25 at 10:50 AM

“

“

my heartfelt condolences on your loss at this time. Randy Waltz Scott City Kansas
Andru - August 25 at 10:57 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 25 at 08:48 AM

“

Were so sorry to hear of this. Condolences to the family.

Randy & Cindy Thompson - August 25 at 08:22 AM

“

I will miss him. He was always so fun to play cards with. Prayers to all his family

Sharron Davis - August 25 at 07:32 AM

“

So sad to hear of your dad's passing. He and your mom were kind people. Thoughts
and prayers to you all.
Sharon Warsop

Sharon Warsop - August 24 at 08:47 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 24 at 07:47 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 24 at 07:45 PM

“

I’ll always remember Mr. Schafer giving my dad permission for us to go mushroom
hunting. He was always very kind to our family. He’ll certainly make Heaven a
brighter place.
Our heartfelt condolences to the family and friends.
On behalf of the Dick & Gladys Barrington Family,
Judy (Barrington) Bullock

Judy (Barrington) Bullock - August 24 at 06:36 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Norman R. Schafer.

August 24 at 05:54 PM

