Robert "Rob" Jones
August 29, 1969 - August 16, 2020

Robert Wayne “Rob” Jones, 50, of Union City, passed away at home on Sunday, August
16, 2020. A public service is not planned.
Rob was born August 29, 1969 in Coldwater, MI to Ferris and Paula (Weeks) Jones. He
grew up in Union City, graduated with the Union City Class of 1987 and lived in the area
most of his life. He loved baseball and played it through high school. He also played
hockey with friends in his youth. As an adult, Rob worked at Firekeepers Casino and for
the Hampton Company in Burlington. He enjoyed the outdoors and was into hunting, gun
engraving, country music and history. He liked going to drag races and was a Detroit Red
Wings and Detroit Tigers fan who liked to attend games when he could. Rob was an
upfront and private person who had a great laugh and gave really good hugs. He loved to
tease and be teased. He enjoyed sitting on the floor playing board games. He always said
his dad was his best friend. Rob loved Michigan and the U.P., but not as much as he did
his daughter, Mandie. He never missed one of her dance recitals and would sneak
backstage beforehand to give her roses. He was very proud of Mandie’s
accomplishments. Their Cedar Point trip and their car rides together to grandparents’
houses will be remembered as special times.
Left to cherish their memories of Rob are his daughter, Mandie Jones of Kalamazoo; his
parents, Ferris (Eva) Jones of Union City and Paula (Gerald) Eaton of Sturgis; his siblings,
Eric Jones of Coldwater and David (Samantha) Dilts of Bronson; his step-siblings, Robert
Bennett and Kristen McPhail; and many aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. Rob
was preceded in death by his grandparents.

Comments

“

25 files added to the tribute wall

Mom - August 22 at 05:54 PM

“

Lesley (Wilson) Groothuis lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Lesley (Wilson) Groothuis - August 22 at 12:43 AM

“

Frank Jones lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Frank Jones - August 21 at 10:32 PM

“

Pam (Reed) Smith lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Pam (Reed) Smith - August 21 at 12:59 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Ron Knapp - August 21 at 08:51 AM

“

I was born with 1 sister and at the age of 11 or 12 I got 2 brothers (step) an older
one, Eric and one my age, Rob. I have so many memories of growing up with him
there is not enough room here to share it all, but here are a few: We spent countless
hours cutting trails and riding dirt bikes. Every other weekend it seems like that's all
we did! We would ride in the rain in the marl pits, in the dust of the fields, and in the
woods, from morning until we either ran out of gas or Paula turned the outside light
on meaning it was time to come in. We would tear them apart in the basement in the
winter to rebuild them, and do it all over again the next year. We even made a trip to
the ER together due to our riding escapades. The nurses got quite a laugh out of
both of us having matching broken collar bones! We loved hunting together or even
just generally shooting stuff. A brick of 22lr for Christmas and Rob and I were off to
the dump to do some damage. When we got a little older we would take out the 3030s and shoot small trees until they fell down. Those were the days when we could
be gone for hours and no one had to worry about where we were or when we would
be home. We played baseball together growing up but the time I most enjoyed was in
high school. Rob was the best right fielder ever. He could catch a ball in the sun like
nobody else! I really admired him and enjoyed those times. We even had to pay our
punishment together for missing practice, "Running the Hill". If you missed, you ran.
Rob and I went on a family trip to Florida and spent a fair amount of time on the hill
after we returned. Coach would say, "okay Florida boys! You know where you're
headed" the rest of the guys would laugh and we would head to pay our penance.
After school, as young men do, we headed in different directions. I moved several
hours away and only got to see Rob at family holidays. Even then, we would
reminisce after taco dinners at Christmas and talk about the good ole days and tell
Mandie about SOME of the mischief we got in. Its so hard in times like this, when we
all have lost someone like Rob, to look past the grief and sadness that he is gone,
but it makes it all that more important to talk about all of the great times we had when
he was here. After all, that's how he lives on in our hearts forever, by sharing the
great memories. Thanks so much Rob, for all you have given me. I certainly won't
forget it.

Rob Bennett - August 20 at 08:28 PM

“

Hugs,
Martha Jones

Martha Jones - August 20 at 04:12 PM

“

Rob and my son shared many days having lunch together tomato soup and grilled
cheese sandwich Prayers go out to the family

Susan Reed - August 20 at 01:39 PM

“

We raised our kids together, so many laughs. Prayers for you to find peace. Ron &
Linda

Ronald R Crawford - August 20 at 12:02 PM

“

Jody Korn lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Jody Korn - August 20 at 09:32 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Rob’s passing.
Thinking of you all.

Donna Hull - August 20 at 09:01 AM

“

I'm very sad with hearing this news. I have been Rob's barber for years and he has
been one of my favorite customers. We laughed and joked with each other a lot while
he was in the barber chair. One of the most real people I've ever met. He was always
smiling when he was in my chair and probably the most appreciative customer. He
always let me know I was the only barber around for many miles that could cut a
good flat top. I will miss seeing him and hearing his laugh. If he had this kind of
impact on me only seeing him once every 3 weeks, I cant imagine what you all are
going through. God bless!
Shawn Patton @ Shortstop Barber shop

Shawn Patton - August 20 at 06:53 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. He was a great young man! Coach & Sherrie Leson

sherrie leson - August 19 at 10:43 PM

“

This is not a memory of Rob but a wish I have..I wish he truly knew how much he
met to to everyone that has taken time out share a memory of him. Rest easy, my
dear cousin!

Gina - August 19 at 06:03 PM

“

Oh Robbie, all the laughs and the teasing. I think my favorite memory was when
Dave, Mark, Rob and my Mark all come over to the Gaming Commission and sang
me Happy Birthday! I was never so embarrassed and laughed so hard in my life.
These are the memorials I will cherish forever! You will be missed my many. Prayers
to family and friends!

Amie Phillips - August 19 at 02:46 PM

“

Uncle Tee lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Uncle Tee - August 19 at 02:32 PM

“

I can remember when Rob was young, he hoped he wouldn't be short when he grew up.
He had told his mom, I hope I am tall like Uncle Tee. You made it Rob.
Uncle Tee - August 19 at 02:37 PM

“

“

I'm so very sorry for your loss. My prayers are with the family at this time.
Mary Griffith - August 19 at 07:22 PM

I could count on a sarcastic reply or just a laugh over something Dave Lutz would
say to me and I would thank him for his having my back...not. I ALWAYS got a smile
and a "Kathy" when meeting in the back of house at work. And ALWAYS some kind
of remark when I called for a tech and he came over. I'd see him coming shaking his
head and I knew I was in for it. RIP Rob and I would like to thank his family for
sharing such a great guy with us, my heartfelt condolences to you all and May God
Hold Him in the Palm of His Hand. Till we meet again Rob.......

Katherine L Walters - August 19 at 12:03 PM

“

I am so shocked and heartbroken to hear this news. My thoughts and prayers go out
to his family. He was always full of jokes and sarcasm. It’s been a while since I had
seen him. His smile was contagious. Give marky mark a smack on the back for me
and drink a beer too. Fly high, and see you on the other side.

samantha - August 19 at 11:38 AM

“

Chris Pelton lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Chris Pelton - August 19 at 11:27 AM

“

Gary & Linda Smith lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Gary & Linda Smith - August 19 at 11:02 AM

“

Rob was a very good friend. In fact my last text was a ending of Friends Forever. We
had such many great times at work and out. He taught my son how to squirrel hunt,
track deer and gut a couple two or three last year. He was very private to most, but
we had our own connection and trust with each other. He loved to brag about his
Daughter when asked. He was very proud of her. His “old man”, well you could tell he
loved this guy big time. Ferris has been a big part in Robs life as he loved talking
about his “old man”. I could see why when I first met Ferris. Definitely see where
Robby got his smart ass from. You have been taken away too soon my friend. I will
always treasure the great times we spent together and remember FRIENDS
FOREVER. Love u bro.

Dave Lutz - August 19 at 10:14 AM

“

Dave Lutz lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Dave Lutz - August 19 at 09:59 AM

“

So sorry Ferris and Eva

Steve langdon - August 19 at 06:50 AM

“

RIP Rob..... You were one of my favorite people at work. I could always count on you
(or Marky) to come to my rescue. You were a hell of a man and a good friend when I
needed a hug. Heaven will be much better with you there.

Peggy W- Leatherman - August 19 at 12:04 AM

“

My dear sweet cousin. I will never forget driving to Marshall with you and one of my
friends from high school and I was in the passenger seat with the window down and
got hit by an enormous bug.. we laughed about that for many months to come.
Though our closeness drifted through the years.. my love for you never wavered.
Until we meet again. I will miss and love you forever! Love you! Gina

Gina - August 18 at 11:39 PM

“

When I would see Rob at work I would wish him the best day ever with the sunshine
on his face. He would reply to me I hope your dog dies....lol. I will miss this, no one
will give me crap on a daily basis anymore. Rob do me a favor and drink a beer with
Henderson for me. For the family I’m sorry to hear this had happened just know that
Rob was much loved at work and will be missed my many.

Ray Otis - August 18 at 11:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Ron Knapp - August 18 at 11:20 PM

“

Holly J Rohrbach lit a candle in memory of Robert "Rob" Jones

Holly J Rohrbach - August 18 at 10:49 PM

“

So many great memories of Rob that I will cherish for a long time. Thoughts and
prayers are with the family.

Bryan Salisbury - August 18 at 09:59 PM

“

I worked with Rob at Firekeepers, he was one of my favorite techs. We use to joke
around and tease each other. He was a pleasure to work with. I am so sad to hear
about his passing. You will be missed Rob.
Stephany Looper

Stephany k Looper - August 18 at 09:56 PM

“

Ours hearts hurt for you. We are so very sorry for your loss. Many prayers

EJ & Terssa Marshall - August 18 at 08:47 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to all of the family. Thinking of you and sending love n hugs to
Ferris and Eva.

Dee Cornett - August 18 at 08:28 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Tracy Marshall - August 18 at 08:27 PM

“

I send my deepest condolences to my best friend, Paula and Rob’s daughter Mandie
along with all of Rob’s family and closest friends. I know how much he was cherished
by his mother and daughter and my loving thoughts and prayers are with you during
this very difficult time.
Linda Clark

Linda Clark - August 18 at 07:55 PM

“

So many wonderful childhood memories of Rob. Peace and love to his family

shannon (Spooner) Roberts - August 18 at 07:51 PM

shannon (Spooner) Roberts August 18 at 07:51 PM

“

I am sure Rob & his Uncle Norm will have lots of stories to reminisce about as they
wander outside those streets of Gold into the wooded area where they would both be
most comfortable. They both had a great gift of gab, and enjoyed sharing their
stories. Love & Strength to his family.
(Alberta Jones "Aunt Bert")

Alberta Jones - August 18 at 07:06 PM

“
“

Well said Bert
Deb Loss - August 18 at 08:17 PM

What a wonderful soul...I met Rob when I worked at firekeepers we became friends when
we realized we knew alot of the same people. RIP Rob your twisted humor will be missed
by many!
Deanna burrows - August 19 at 05:51 AM

“

Rob always made me smile. What a good guy. I can remember deer hunting stories
Patrick would tell. I can just see Rob and my Patrick up there somewhere having a
good time reminiscing.
Rob will be missed. Love to his family.
Deb Loss

Deb Loss - August 18 at 04:09 PM

“

I'm so going to miss Rob. Prayers of strength for his family.

Elice DeRushia - August 18 at 03:50 PM

“

Rob, did love to tease, and as his aunt Dianne, I was not spared from the teasing. He
had a quick wit, great laugh and smile. He will leave a large hole in the lives of
everyone who loved him. We will miss him immensely.

Dianne Brooker - August 18 at 03:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for you and family.

Arleen Balowski - August 18 at 02:26 PM

